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'I welcome Comberton’s Parish Plan.  Comberton is an historic village, with
many attractive areas and buildings, while at the same time being a focus for
young families, small businesses and development pressures.  The people of 
Comberton, and their Parish Council, are best placed to strike the balance
necessary between the needs of an active community and protection of our
environmental and architectural heritage.  Future planning decisions and the
people of Comberton will greatly benefit from this Parish Plan and I
congratulate all those who have worked so hard on its preparation.'

Andrew Lansley CBE MP, 1st May 2003

'Having been extolling the concept of Parish Plans for some years I am
delighted that Comberton has led the way in producing the first in this area.
The team have taken immense trouble to produce a high class document. It
will be a useful guide to the Parish Council, MPs, District and County
Councillors in helping to ensure that the wishes of the whole village are
achieved.'

Cllr Robin Martlew, Cambridgeshire County Council, 30th April 2003

'This plan, the first of its kind to be produced in South Cambridgeshire, is the
outcome of the huge effort and support of a great many people. Comberton
has seen great change in the past, not all of it welcome, while there are still
major concerns today including the need for better transport and more facilities 
for young and old alike. With the continued backing of the community and the
support of local authorities, including South Cambridgeshire District Council, I
am confident that this important and ambitious plan will be a great success and
begin to improve everyone’s quality of life in the very near future.'

Cllr Steve Harangozo, South Cambridgeshire District Council, 18th April 2003

1. Introduction

This booklet is a summary of the Comberton Parish Plan: why the Village
needs a Plan, how it was developed and what is actually going to happen in
both the short and long term.

In the millennium year of 2000 the Parish Council recognised the need to take 
an overview of the issues important to the whole village community and plan
developments for the next 5 - 10 years, rather than just responding to tasks
needing immediate attention. Pressures for change were also coming from
other sources, including local and central government Structure Plans.
Planning ahead would ensure that the community was more involved in
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Parish Council decisions and would
allow focused budgeting and improve 
success with grant applications.

It was agreed that a Village Plan
would be developed by carrying out a
Village Appraisal. A questionnaire
was compiled to cover a wide range
of village issues. It was delivered to
every household in August 2001 and
achieved an excellent response rate

of 80%, which meant that the results had real value. The results were
published and then presented at a public meeting in March 2002. At this
meeting 5 working groups were set up to work on plans (using the
questionnaire results) under the themes of Physical Village Structure,
Transport, Recreation and Sport, Public Services, and the Environment.
Their conclusions are presented in the Parish Plan, which was adopted as
Parish Council Policy in March 2003.

The Parish Council’s existing programme already covers some of the matters 
highlighted in the village questionnaire. Actions over the past year have
included installing flower beds, production of a village map, restoration of the
ancient Causeway, maintenance of the recreation ground and efforts to
foster a good community spirit through sponsored open air concerts. The
Parish Council also successfully bid for a grant for traffic calming outside the
Village College; road safety was also improved by pavement changes and
bollard installation. These and other village strengths led to Comberton
winning the 2002 South Cambridgeshire Village of the Year Award.

Within this report you will find the major plans proposed for action by the
Parish Council. Some of these are new ideas and some are projects that
have been coming to fruition for some time. But in all cases they will only
happen if there is full involvement
from the village community, and this 
booklet partly serves to encourage
people to come forward and help in
its implementation. And whilst the
Parish Council has provided some
funding, most has to come from
outside (at a ratio of about 10 to 1)
and for that we need to prove the full 
support of the village. We hope that
this report is the first step in that
proof: action will be the next. 
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2. Our History

Comberton’s name probably derives from ‘Cumbra’s farm’ although by the
time of the Domesday book it was already referred to as ‘Cumbertone’ and by 
1600 the name had transformed to its current spelling. 

There has been a settlement in the Comberton area for about the last 6,000
years as witnessed by the various archaeological remains that have been
found, which most notably include the Roman villa near Fox’s Bridge. In 1066 
Comberton was a manor belonging the Crown, but the Norman invasion
changed the pattern of such ownership. However, the moat of the original

manor still remains in the land
opposite the surgery. 

St Mary’s Church dates from the 13th

century and the earliest houses from
shortly afterwards. The village sign
depicts the ancient tradition of
distributing herring to the poor, a
practice still carried out - in a more
modern form - using income from the
field adjacent to the Herringfield Drift.

In 1850 the population of the village
was 550 in what remained a largely agricultural community. By 1916 the
population had dropped to 440 and remained largely steady until the 1960s
and 70s when the two major estates were built. 

Despite its proximity to Cambridge, 
and the presence of a full range of
schools that appeared with the
new housing, the village retains its
essentially rural character and is
now part of greenbelt land so its
future development with involve
only minor further construction. 
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3. About Us: The Statistics

The Parish of Comberton covers some 790 hectares (1,950 acres) and the
outskirts of the village lie 4 miles to the west of 
Cambridge and one mile to the east of the
meridian line. The cross-roads are a mere 80
feet above sea level. 

The village comprises some 850 households
and has a population of 2,300, of whom 430
are under 16 and the same number over 59
so we are a well balanced community! 85% of
the houses are owner occupied and 7%

owned by the local authority. In 2001 the
average price of a detached house was
£240,000 and a semi-detached sold for
£128,000. 30% of houses are detached
and 33% semi-detached. The number of
people waiting for local authority housing is
high at 125. 

Interestingly for a village situated in a
high-tech
area near

the University the community is relatively
static, with 55% of people having lived in
Comberton for over 16 years, and another
23% for over 6 years. Over two-thirds of
people who moved into the village did so
from within a radius of 30 miles. 25% of the
population work in or around the village, and
32% in Cambridge city centre. Two-thirds of
people who travel use their car for work or

schools and there are an average of 1.4
cars per household. 

Our Parish and electoral Ward coincide
and so we have our own Parish Council,
with 13 members; a Councillor for South
Cambridgeshire District Council; and we
share a Councillor (with 7 other villages)
on Cambridgeshire County Council.
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4. Village Infrastructure

4.1 Background

Comberton lies within the greenbelt
around Cambridge and so is well
protected from major housing
construction. There are 2 Important
Countryside Frontages, a Protected
Village Amenity Area and a
Conservation area with more than 40
listed buildings as well as a number of
Natural History Sites, two
archaeological sites and Lords Bridge
Radio Telescope, a facility of
international scientific importance. The Parish has four schools, a number of
retail businesses and business premises.  Once building on the new
‘Thornbury’ site is completed the only new houses should appear on infill land 
in very small numbers or under special circumstances.

The village is recognised as having a particular ‘look and feel’ which it needs
to preserve, so that it caters for modern needs - including businesses and
younger families - whilst at the same time retaining its rural nature. 

However, Comberton  is set within a rapidly expanding region. The
population of the Cambridge sub-region (in which Comberton sits) is due to
increase from 410,000 to 495,00 by 2016 and the number of houses will go
up from 169,500 to 217,000 within the same period. (The comparable figures
for SCDC are 130,000 to 173,000 and 53,000 to 73,000). These increases
are largely due to more employment moving into the region. 

The County Council has a 13 year Structure Plan and SCDC has long term
local plans all of which have to fit within broader guidelines handed down
from Central Government. It is in this context that Comberton has produced
its Parish Plan and within which ideas for changes to the village infrastructure 
must fit. However, since the higher-level plans all appear to propose that
Comberton remains within the greenbelt this ensures a stable framework
within which to operate. The only other notable area for expansion has been
that of the Village College, which is now taking in students from the new
settlement at Cambourne, and has expanded its facilities accordingly. In turn
this gives rise to increases in traffic and use of other local infrastructure.
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4.2 What the Survey Told Us 

• House prices are too high for many families - especially first time
buyers. 

• There is need for more ‘social housing’

• People want more shops and eating places

• The village needs to retain its rural nature and yet introduce some
more modern facilities

• Better publicity needs to be given to planning applications (although
strictly this is a District Council matter)

• Improved communications are required: an ‘information point’ and
online notice board and perhaps a coffee bar of some kind.

4.3 Short-term Plans

• A ‘Village Design Statement’ (VDS) is to be written which will define
the look and feel of the village in a more quantifiable way which can
then be used as a measure by which to judge planning permissions
and possible future changes to the layout of the village (including
roads, pavements, fences, signs, shops, paths, and so on). 

• Planning permission information will be more widely communicated,
inasmuch as the Parish has control over this. It will go to more local
houses around the area affected, as well as going on the web and
other existing sources.

• A village diary to be instigated - in physical form and on the web.
Also to form part of village information point. 

• Tree planting scheme to be introduced (‘Plant a tree in 2003’).

4.4 Longer-term Plans

• There is clearly a need for some social and lower-priced housing
within the village, and if there are ways that that can be pro-actively
encouraged, whilst still remaining within overall planning guidelines,
the Parish Council will seek to do so.

6



• Overall the Council will press for continued greenbelt status and to
keep the conservation area under constant review. 

5. Transport

5.1 Background

Comberton has two major routes east-west and north-south and a
crossroads in the centre of medieval
origins.  The main thoroughfare was
north-south, the horsing route
between Oxford and Cambridge and
at that time a number of inns were to
be found along the route.    Today the
east-west route has become the
busier of the two as a result of the
Village College and the enormous
increase of housing in Comberton and
other villages, (also now feeling the
impact of Cambourne) and travel into
Cambridge to work, shop and for many recreational activities.  

Most households own a car (about 300 own one car and 300 own two) and
80% use them as their main means of transport. Whilst most households do
own a bike (there are over 800 in the village) their use seems to be limited for
all but recreation. There is provision to cycle to and from Comberton from
Cambridge or Toft but no cycle path through the village. Pavements run
through the village itself with recent improvements to the pavement in West
Street and a continuation of the footpath in Green End to create pedestrian
access to the doctor’s surgery.  

Buses run through Comberton  to Cambridge six days a week at hourly
intervals (during the working day)
commencing at 7.15am with the last bus
back from Cambridge at 22.45.  One
morning bus and one evening bus go via
Addenbrookes Hospital and Hills Road
(6th form college).  Stagecoach
estimates that around 500 people per
day use the 118/9 bus services to/from
Comberton, and this service is
subsidised. There is also a bus run by
Tesco supermarkets on Tuesdays. 
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During the morning rush hour on a school day over 1000 vehicles pass along
the main road through the village. Traffic calming exists in Long Road
although recent speed traps suggest that this feature is not particularly
effective. More recently the flashing sign measures were placed outside
CVC. Putting in ‘one off’ traffic calming measures is discouraged by the
County Council, who control roads, and there needs to be an integrated
strategy throughout the village, which has been considered in detail by
experts during the writing of the Plan. Speed cameras are extremely
expensive (around £40,000-£50,000 each) and not easy to obtain. Speeding
measures will only be implemented if they can easily be enforced. Measures
are often put in place only after there have been problems, although the
Parish Council is keen to act more defensively.

5.2 What the Survey Told Us 

• Speeding was one of the major concerns expressed by many of the
residents and over half would support traffic calming measures and
speed cameras. 

• Another major concern was the lack of a pedestrian crossing near
the Meridian School, crossing and parking at the crossroads, the
Village College and the surgery. 

• The majority of people would also like to see cycle paths through the 
village and many would like to see more footpaths, more
pavements, and better street lighting, while parking on pavements is 
a major concern to many. 

• More people think they would use buses if there were quicker routes 
to Cambridge, more routes, longer hours of operation, more frequent 
services and the cost was less.

5.3 Short-term Plans

• The plans for traffic calming have already begun and ‘Safer Routes
to School’ have held a public consultation showing the ideas for
slowing traffic near the school. These include raised road areas, and 
also a new footpath through the recreation ground.

• The new housing on the eastern boundary of the village will require
traffic calming features to include a mini-roundabout. 

• A mini-roundabout or other feature to slow traffic at the cross-roads
is also to be requested.
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• There are also features at the Village
College for reducing speed and these
may be enhanced. 

• The pavements in West Street and
Barton Road have been improved.
Royston Lane is an area where there is 
insufficient pedestrian provision and
this will be addressed. 

• More regular speed traps will occur and 
the police will be asked to enforce excess speeding and illegal
parking (on pavements, junctions and blind spots). 

• Dial a Ride has now begun and is considered a very effective
scheme in other areas where it is run. 

• Subsidised taxi schemes are planned for those who need them.

• More bus shelters and continued pressure on the bus companies to
provide an improved service to include weekends.

5.4 Longer-term Plans

• Although traffic calming is taking
place in different places we
intend to end up with an
integrated system throughout the 
village. This will include the
routes to the north and south and 
proper ‘repeater’ measures to
keep speed down. 

• Discussions will take place with the Village College and others to
consider sharing or purchasing a minibus to travel to and from the
Madingley Road Park-and-Ride into town at different times, as well
as providing facilities for swimming, theatre or other recreational
activities. 

• The bus companies will also be pressed for their own long term
solutions to the problems, which could include link buses to major
routes. 
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• Consideration will also be given to a cycle path through the village
that suits the purpose, and for specialist other paths to get to
particular popular locations such as the schools. 

5.5 Particular Help Needed

Funding for transport matters comes mainly from the public purse of the
County Council.  Schemes for road improvements and traffic calming are
also considered when granting permission for any new developments in or
close to the village.  The developer may be required to pay part or all of the
changes needed. Also where the Parish Council is prepared to make part
payment (minimum 30%) it considerably helps to get the project completed.
There are not many sources of funding for transport issues, although
occasionally special grants will be made by the Government (like the A14) or
sometimes for clearing footpaths (Ramblers) and repairing or improving
cycleways (Cycling associations).  The help is not always in a monetary form
but  working parties are a very great help in particular areas. The Joint
Transport Committee makes monetary grants after considering the projects'
merits by means of a points system. These committee members are County
and District Councillors and also Parish Councillors, who can sometimes give 
a more local perspective on transport issues. Specialist input from those with
knowledge or enthusiasm in the village is thus particularly important to see
the schemes through.

Interesting facts:

Cycleway costs £100 per metre.

Interactive speed signs £3,500.00 each.

Speed cushions £1,500-£2000 each although
when installed in pairs or more there is economy

of scale. 

Gateway features (similar to Long Road)
£8,000.00 each feature.
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Speed cameras cost £40,000-£50,000
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Did you know?

• In 1972, there was a flock of 100 ducks and moorhens on the village
pond.

• Glebe cottage is the oldest inhabited
building in the village.

• The National School, at the cross roads
opened in 1846.

• In 1916 the post arrived from Cambridge 
at 7.00am and 1.40pm.

• The Old Village Hall was officially
opened on Shrove Tuesday 1921.

• In the early 1900's there were 5 large plots of 'Allotment Gardens'.

• In the village in the 1960's there was a firm making plastic pants for
babies.

• Lepers from the King's court,
who recovered at Barnwell
Priory, were given the right to
dwell in Comberton.

• William Dowsing visited the
church on March 9th 1643.

• In 1665 the village plough was
kept in the church. 

• The Village sign was erected to
mark the Queen’s Silver Jubilee (1977).

• The Maze or Mazles was circular, 50ft across.

• Rectory Farm also was the home of the brewery.

• Coprolites were found in Comberton in considerable abundance.

• The village pond was resurrected in 1953 as a Coronation Memorial.

• Clive Sinclair developed (one of) his first calculator(s) in the Old
Village Hall in the 60s. 
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6. Recreation and Sport

6.1 Background

A variety of sports are played in the village although most of the space in the
Rec. is given over to team sports, notably football that is thriving along with
cricket, tennis and bowls. The parish owns all the land in the Rec. as well as
the purpose-built 10 year old pavilion. In addition, residents will soon be able
to enjoy the new facilities of the Village College, a designated “Sports
College”, including a new visitor centre, a floodlit all-weather games pitch,
tennis courts and a purpose-built fitness suite along with the existing outdoor
swimming pool. Club membership fees are payable for some of these. 

In terms of general and social recreation there are many clubs and groups in
the village such as the WI, Scouts and the Ramblers. The village halls are
heavily used by many of these groups and plans are now being drawn up to
rebuild the large hall to provide modern facilities and cater for a wider range of 
activities, including drama productions. In addition, a youth club is run at the
Village College but this is limited to one night a week for each of the different
years.

6.2 What the Survey Told Us (and What we Found Out Since)

• Many people go outside Comberton to ‘pay and play’ sports,
including fitness/gym, swimming and tennis.

• The Rec. playing fields must be re-laid soon (they are uneven and
not properly drained).   

• Young people rely on others to drive them to facilities elsewhere and 
post-16 school children are unable to be involved in the Village
College sports teams. 

• Public transport to facilities and events in Cambridge is inadequate
in the evenings and on Sunday.

• There is not enough provision for young people for structured and
unstructured activities such as skateboarding, entertainments such
as films, and for safe, accessible places for formal and informal
meetings and activities.

• Easy access to all-year-round swimming is desired by many, young
and old. 
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• The village hall is heavily used but an informal social meeting place
is difficult to provide as a result.

• Tennis is becoming more popular for adults and young people.

• There is no convenient, safe and easily accessible outdoor place for
older people to gather and relax.

• An agreement between the parish council and clubs on managing
the use of the Rec. and pavilion has expired.

• People also lead very busy lives making it difficult to be involved in
volunteering, especially for parents of young children.

6.3 Short-term Plans

• Young people: carry out a detailed village youth consultation. This is 
felt to be vital for proper planning of any new facilities and getting
young people to become organised.

• Youth worker: try to secure the services of a part-time village youth
worker to coordinate and oversee youth activities. 

• Swimming: investigate organised local transport to local swimming
pools for adults and children, possibly at discounted rates, inter alia
the Village College and Comberton Swimming Club.

• Upkeep of Rec. facilities: employ a part-time handyman to look after
facilities. 

• Playing field hire charges: review the Rec hire charges to provide a
better income stream.

• Comberton Park: begin enhancing the existing the Rec. to create a
Park with extra trees, improved access and lighting, more litter bins
and seating, a public loo at the pavilion, picnic benches. 

• Playing fields: try to secure more land to accommodate additional
playing fields. 

• Rec. Tennis Courts: make these publicly accessible, possibly on a
‘pay and play’ basis.

• Young people's facilities: secure funds for a youth ‘shelter’ and,
space permitting, a skateboard park and basketball court in the Rec.
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• School Partnerships: begin to strengthen relationships with the
Meridian School and Village College looking at issues like after
school provision for 16-18 year olds, community transport, hire
charges for use of college facilities by clubs, securing grants for
after-school/weekend coaching, widening the range of sports
available and increasing parental involvement, e.g. sailing, and
making better use of the Rec.

• Encourage participation: investigate the need for childcare for
parents wishing to be involved in planning and running activities, run 
annual competitions for improving Comberton including things like
planting, layout and design and public art, set up a park steering
group to plan and oversee all works and invite public, club and youth 
representatives to join.

• Pavilion: put in place new arrangements for the daily management
of the building, carry out essential remedial work and improvements
and look at how young people could use the building as an indoor
meeting place.

6.4 Longer-term Plans

• Comberton Park lighting: to be provided on all approaches to the
park and along a new foot and cycle path currently being planned as 
part of the Meridian School Safer Routes to School project.

• Comberton Park access: try to secure better cycle and foot access
to the park from Hines Lane, Green End and the Janes estate. Look
at improving access from Harbour Avenue and Hillfield Rd by
rearranging the layout of the playing fields.

• Village youth worker: secure a part-time youth worker with overall
responsibility for coordinating youth activities, including non-CVC
based sports activities, throughout the village in liaison with the
parish council, the schools, local clubs and local authorities.

• Village youth forum or council: support a representative group of
young people to develop ideas for youth activities and facilities in the 
village. 

• Pavilion: ensure that it is well used and accessible to all way and
consider the redevelopment of the building, possibly including its
sale and redevelopment as a joint parish-small business venture.
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• Young people's centre: try to secure a permanent indoor location for 
young people to meet such as the Pavilion. 

• Village green: try to provide a new, centrally-accessible village green 
at the eastern end of the existing Rec. This would be an all-purpose, 
central meeting point for the village for all outdoor activities such as
summer music and November fireworks. It should include good
landscaping and drainage, planting of shelter belts and shrubs and
flowers. 

• New Village Hall: build this new facility and help to provide as many
activities as possible here for young people.

• Nature Reserve: develop a new nature reserve as part of the
Comberton Park in conjunction with the Meridian School as soon as
additional land becomes available.

• Comberton Park: as soon as additional land becomes available
carry out extensive new tree planting to form new shelter belts,
develop an adventure playground for youth, family activities like
putt-putt and perhaps a small toddlers' swimming pool

6.5 Particular Help Needed

The Council will start the ball rolling on the funding issues and will also try to
encouraging participation by, for example, looking at whether there is
demand for childcare for parents wishing to become involved, running annual 
competitions for the best ideas for the new Comberton Park and other
outdoor public spaces in the village covering things like planting, layout and
design and public art. Lastly, it is hoped to set up a Park steering group to
oversee improvements to the existing Rec.
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Some people will have contacts with or work for local businesses who might
also like to be involved in shaping the village’s future. Some people may like
organising, and some may be keen on sports and always have wanted to
help and coach children, others may like helping teenagers or may know how
to work film projection equipment. Older children may also want to help
younger ones. The creative involvement of children and young people in
hands-on projects will be encouraged and they may want to do their own
things, for example planning a ‘children’s corner’ in the new park. 

Did you know?

The running costs of a new indoor swimming pool are about
£100,000 per annum

There are nine football teams ranging from the under 9’s to
the very successful men’s seniors playing in the Kershaw

Premier League.

Many local football matches are played outside Comberton
because there is only one public football pitch

Parish council hire charges for playing fields are often much
less than ‘standard rates’ when clubs carry out routine tasks

such as pitch-marking and cleaning

‘Pay and Play’ facilities are increasingly popular but hire costs 
are greater

The Village College will soon have a ‘state of the art’
auditorium seating up to 600 and a new fitness centre

part-financed by a £300,000 grant from the District Council

A recent consultants’ report recommends a refit of the
pavilion. 
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Did you know?

Access to the Rec. is poor for residents of the Janes estate,
including the disabled, and lighting is generally inadequate.

It is hoped to open the Rec. tennis courts to the public in
early autumn and the CVC hard courts will soon no longer be

available

Comberton has no purpose-designed, publicly accessible
facility for all informal and formal outdoor events 

UK grant-awarding bodies, including local authorities, fund
many sorts of projects from sports training, to community

transport schemes to play equipment. Grants are often made
in return for ‘in-kind’ voluntary work

The annual South Cambs budget
for community development is

£1.3 million
Many working

young parents have vital skills and
are actively involved in sport but they are stopped from being
more involved with their community due to a lack of childcare

Local and national surveys show girls of all ages greatly
enjoy swimming but are less keen on team sports that tend to 

be male-dominated

18



Provision of good youth facilities combats crime and
anti-social behaviour 

The Village College recently won the South Cambs youth
debating competition and a pupil at
the college is currently the South

Cambs representative 
to the UK Youth

Parliament

The new village
hall will have a stage. The hall will cost about £350,000.
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7. Public Services

7.1 Background

For most of its history Comberton has been an agricultural community and
many of its public services - with the exception of those provided by the
Church - were not in evidence until Victorian times. 

However, nowadays the community is well served by having a doctor’s
surgery, and nursery, primary and secondary schools all within the village.
The Village College has recently gained special status for its sports facilities
and a new theatre and conference facility is nearing completion. 

We also have a Post Office, grocers, butchers and newsagents and range of
other services such as the florists, nursery and repair garage. There are a
number of small businesses that serve the local and wider community, and
visitors are well catered for by the campsite and guest houses. We have a
limited-hours public library attached to the College. 

There is no gas supply in the village, but we do have access to mains
electricity, water and sewerage, and there is a telephone exchange located
off Barton Road, albeit that it is not equipped with broadband facilities. There
is no cable TV and mobile phone reception, as well as TV and radio, is
patchy. There was significant flooding in the village in 2001 and this concern
needs to be addressed into the future.
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The Anglican and Baptist Church buildings continue to serve the community,
as, in its own way, does the Three Horseshoes pub. The community is very
well served by the mobile village warden scheme (serving a number of the
elderly who need assistance or reassurance) and  the help scheme which
offers a range of services to the elderly and others who need help with
shopping, gardening, transport, and so forth.

For policing we share a community beat officer with 10 other villages.
Neighbourhood and Countryside watch schemes also operate. The monthly
Parish magazine is greatly appreciated and a focus of community news.
Entertainment and recreation is provided by a wide variety of clubs
organisations meeting within the community, including those at CVC and the
village hall, although most people still go into Cambridge itself for part of their
social life. 

The village has a lot of green areas and trees which are maintained by the
Council, and the tidiness and appearance of public areas is seen as
important.

7.2 What the Survey Told Us 

• Quite a number of people have
problems getting to the hospital
and to the dentist. 

• Some 60% of respondents who
answered questions about policing
thought that the service was very
poor, and large numbers were worried about theft, vandalism,
drunkenness and drugs.

• There were high levels of support for various measures to reduce
crime, including the possibility of a special constable or community
warden; and more opportunities for young people.

• A significant number of people would like to see mains gas and
cable TV introduced.

• Around two-thirds of people have Internet access (meaning that one
third do not).
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• Most people use the village shops, although they travel to the larger
supermarkets for their major shopping. 

• A number of people felt that postal services were erratic and
deliveries were late (and since that time the collections have also
been reduced).

• A high percentage of people regularly go to Cambridge to visit
cinemas, theatres, restaurants, pubs, and other entertainment.

7.3 Short-term Plans

• Some of the new transport opportunities, such as subsidised taxi
services, may help get people to health appointments.

• The plan envisages employing a part-time community warden to
keep an eye on all areas relating to potential or feared crime,
including liaison with the police, provision of additional services for
the elderly, and working with young people.

• It is hoped that working more closely with the schools will ensure
that all services are provided without there being any overlap.

• There will be continued pressure for broadband Internet services,
and for the provision of Internet access for those who have none.

• There will be further schemes to keep the village looking good,
including keeping it tidy. A village handyman will be recruited to do
jobs which will keep things running better, looking neater, and can
save on external contractors. 

• The Council will continue to promote entertainments such as those
provided over the last few summers on the recreation ground. 

• A youth consultation will take place within the next few months to
map out their needs.

• A flood prevention group is already in place working to prevent any
recurrences, and this needs to continue.

 

7.4 Longer-term Plans

• Working with those organising transport schemes to get people to
work, shops, and hospitals in better, quicker, easier and cheaper
ways.
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• Improve facilities for young people.

• Maintain the attractiveness of the village on a pro-active basis
through the village enhancement focus group, with additional
funding. The Council will try and take over more responsibility for
some functions from the District.

• Seek to improve communications, including phone and TV.

• Looking to bringing more locally available entertainment, especially
once the facilities at CVC and the new village hall are in place.

• Actively encourage the growth of local businesses that are beneficial 
to the community.

• Seek to keep local shopping services available, and encourage the
introduction of banking facilities.

7.5 Particular Help Needed

• Village maintenance; tidying;
improving general appearance;
undertaking work on the village
enhancement group.

• Following up on particular liaison
with companies providing gas,
communication, entertainment and
other services.

• Assisting with the village help
scheme, and ‘Contact’ - the Parish magazine.

• Liaison with the community warden, village handyman, youth worker 
and others who will be involved in village life (or even becoming one
of those people).

• Being part of the flood prevention efforts.

23



8. Environment

8.1 Background

Our heritage of rural/agricultural life is still evident in present day village life.
The village continues to preserve its environment.

An active tree group, a sub committee of the Parish Council, regularly
monitors the trees within the village and makes recommendations. There is a
popular Allotments and Gardens Association, which coordinates the annual
Comberton Show. The village belongs to the Parish Paths Partnership in
conjunction with the County Council and monitors and maintains the rights of
way network throughout the parish. Recent restoration to reveal the cobbles
of the 'ancient pathway', The Causeway has just been completed with money
from Cambridgeshire County Council and Comberton Parish Council.
Comberton has 12 rights of way divided into Byways (BW), bridleways (B)
and footpaths (F). Already a problem has been identified as these are linear
and there is the need for some to be connected by the creation of new
footpaths.

Residents regularly recycle tins, papers and bottles using the District
Council's green box fortnightly kerbside collection. The Parish Council
receives £5 for every tonne of recycled items. The district council has plans to 
introduce a wheelie bin system. Each property will receive 2 wheelie bins, 1
green and 1 black. The black one will be for every day rubbish and the green
one for compostable waste and cardboard. Each bin will be emptied on
alternate weeks. The kerbside green box collection will also continue.

8.2 What the Survey Told Us 

• People enjoy living in Comberton and they particularly value the
ease of access to the true rural environment.

• Within the environment section percentages of those completing the

questionnaire
were as follows;

¤ 71.3% would like more local footpaths
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¤ 68.9% concerned with litter

¤ 67.9% would like more nature reserves

¤ 63.7% would like more woodland

¤ 20.2% concerns with motorbike scrambling

• A minority of residents had concerns about farm smells and
bonfires, but then Comberton is in a rural setting.

8.3 Short-term Plans

• More dog waste bins, increase the visits to the village by the dog
warden and the issuing of on the spot fines for dog fouling

• Increase the profile of the
anti-litter campaign through work
with the schools and shops and
community

• Creation of the sponsor a tree
scheme, in collaboration with the
Tree Warden and tree group

• Acquire and preserve Watt's
Wood as a nature/conservation
area.

• Create new linking paths, working
with The Parish Paths Partnership and local landowners.

8.4 Longer-term Plans

• Hedging and trees on the recreation ground 

• Investigate a cycle path to Hardwick/linking B1046 to A428

• Wildlife/Nature/Trim trail

8.5 Particular Help Needed

• Volunteers to monitor/maintain rights of way, working with the P3
coordinator
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• Tree sponsors

• Volunteers to work with the Tree Warden and tree group
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9. Who’s Paying and How will it Work?!

The Parish Plan will require a lot of money. Some of it will
be large amounts (e.g. the extension to the recreation
ground and pavilion which may cost upwards of
£100,000) and some of it smaller (e.g. more litter bins).
Some will be ‘one off’ costs, and some (such as wages of
a person to look after the recreation ground) will be
recurrent. And some items won’t cost anything at all: just
some time.

Some of the money needed will come from the Parish
Council over the next few years, especially the salaried
items or those where we have to provide ‘seed’ funding to 
start projects off. Some money had already been put
aside for these projects. 

But most money will come from special grants from
outside the village. In turn most of these will be quite
specific in their targeting, and might deal with sports
fields, or rural transport schemes, or youth provision or
whatever. Now that the Plan is in place we can negotiate
for these, and since we are amongst the first with such a
Plan we hope that we will have a reasonable chance of
success. What we need now are more people involved to
make sure that it will all work, since most funders need to
see evidence of activity already taking place.
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10. Getting Involved

Comberton is well placed to attract outside funds to carry out our ideas
because it is the first village in South Cambs to have a parish plan. Parish,
district and county councillors and the parish clerk will help with grant
applications and particular planning. But after that, it’s up to the rest of the
community. 

The village is composed of many people who are already very busy: with
work, schools, family, and all their social activities. But nothing will work if it is
driven from the top. We need everyone to contribute ideas, skills, time, and
enthusiasm to drive the plan forward so that our village becomes a more
lively place for young people; a place where the elderly feel more secure;
where transport is better and safer; where everyone has more they can
participate in in recreation and sport (even if it is only sitting, watching and
talking); where the appearance of our village is one that we can be proud of;
where local people can afford to live and where everyone feels truly at home
and part of the community. 

All this will happen if everyone is willing to serve in some small way in their
areas of particular concern. Whether that means coming to a few meetings,
or just lending a spare pair hands occasionally doesn’t matter. So please do
fill in the attached form at the back of the booklet. We hope that this then
becomes OUR parish plan. 

11. Thanks

The Parish Council would like to thank South Cambridgeshire District Council 
(whose contribution included the printing of this brochure) and the
Countryside Agency for funding the Appraisal, all the village for completing
the questionnaire, ACRE for its support and the members of the working
parties, the Steering Group and the Parish Clerk for all their hard work. 

The full text of the Village Plan is available in the Village Library and on the
Village web site (www.comberton.org) If you have any questions or
comments about the Plan please contact the Parish Clerk.

Please tear out and complete this form if you would like to be involved in any
way in thinking about or implementing the ideas in this Plan.
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Name: ______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

     ______________________________________

Phone: ____________________________

E-mail: ____________________________

Area of interest: ______________________________________

     ______________________________________

Specific ideas:   ______________________________________

     ______________________________________

     ______________________________________

Please then return the form to the Parish Clerk, PO Box 857, Comberton, 
telephone 01223 264553, 

or send an e-mail to parishclerk@comberton.org.uk 

© Comberton Parish Council
Printed by Mission Computers, Bourn, Cambridge
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